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Morin – Not Strictly a Slide Rule Maker 

 
Introduction 
It is a well-known fact that the history of French slide 
rule makers is still a hidden treasure for collectors. 
Is it due to the lack of information about 
manufacturers or companies?  Or was it the slide rule 
itself: a useful item for scientists and engineers but 
not of much interest to other people? 
Historical notes about French slide rule makers are 
hard to find. Information for this article is compiled 
from different sources (see references). 
Why MORIN?  The trigger for this choice is 
threefold  
(1) I have three slide rules marked Morin in my 

collection and had no information at all. 
(2) A metallic slide rule marked Morin was for sale 

but was too expensive (at least for me; see later)   
(3) I recently obtained a little catalogue about Morin. 
This article does not claim to be exhaustive; it can be 
seen as an impulse for further investigation. 
 
History 
At first sight most of scientific antique dealers tell you 
that Henri MORIN, Paris is generally known as a 
manufacturer of surveying instruments (similarly as 
W.F. Stanley, London). 
The full designation should be 'Constructeur 
d'Instruments de Précision' (Manufacturer of 
Precision Instruments) which include Mathematical 
Instruments.  A further refinement leads to 
Compasses, Ordinary Rules, Pantographs, 
Planimeters, … and Slide Rules.   
The following shows that Henri MORIN was a dealer 
AND a maker of slide rules.  The latter statement is 
interesting for collectors. 
From the Websters Database [1] we cite 'H. Morin 
began business in Paris in 1880, making a variety of 
mathematical instruments.  The firm was still in 
business in 1954'. 
A complete history of the company is so far not 
known to me but is beyond the scope of this article. 
 
Catalogues 
Two types of catalogues were distributed: 
(1) A general catalogue (Catalogue Général).  This 

one gives a general survey of all the instruments 
distributed by Morin. 

(2) Some specific catalogues e.g. for Tachymetry.  
These ones are normally parts of the general 
catalogues but are distributed to a limited 
number of users. 

For historical reasons these catalogues are of great 
importance.  They give evidence for some dates and 
allow collectors to identify some slide rules.  
Therefore it is a must to mention the full description 
of the catalogues I known so far. 
CAT1: Morin. Instruments & Fournitures à l'usage des 
Ingénieurs. 1882. 3, Rue Boursault, 3, Paris.  56pp. [2] 
CAT2: Morin H. Instruments & Fournitures à l'usage 
des Ingénieurs. 1883, 3,Rue Boursault, 3, Paris.  64 
pp. [2] 
CAT3: Morin H. Instruments de précision et 
fournitures de dessin. Catalogue général. 1903. 31° 
édition. [2] 
CAT4: Extrait du Formulaire de l'Ingénieur suivi de la 
Description des Instruments de Mathématiques.  No 
exact date (see remarks). [3] 
CAT5: Morin H.  Instruments de Précision.  11, Rue 
Dulong, Paris (XVII). No date (see remarks). [2] 
CAT6: Morin H. Catalogue Général. 1) Instruments 
de Précision.  2)Fournitures de Dessin et de Bureau.  
3) Librairie Technique.  1914. 43° édition.  11, Rue 
Dulong, Paris (XVII). [4] 
 
Remarks: 
(1) CAT1 mentions the following: Ponts et 

Chaussées - Mines -Génie Civil. The front cover 
is blue. 

(2) CAT2 mentions the following: Génie, Ponts et 
Chaussées, Mines. The front cover is blue.  

(3) CAT4 should be dated just after 1910 and 
mentions: H. Morin, Membre de la Socièté des 
Ingénieurs Civils, 11, Rue Dulong, Paris. 

(4) CAT5 should be dated just after 1905 since it 
mentions: Paris 1900 Médaille d'Or; Arras [a 
village in northern France] 1904 Grand Prix; 
Liège [Belgium] 1905 Diplome d'honneur.  The 
front colour is green. 

(5) CAT6 has the following names on the cover 
Boyelle-Morin (A. & M.) and Paul Beau (E.P.) 
indicating that Henri Morin was not the sole 
owner of the company at least not at that time. 

 
Following the edition data of CAT3 and CAT6 
interpolation suggests that one general catalogue per 
year was produced from 1900 till 1915.  However this 
conclusion can be premature if we regard the period 
1880-1900 unless they were counting some specific 
catalogues. 
I was able to consult the two catalogues CAT4 and 
CAT6 dating from the period 1900-1915.  Although 
restricted in time this period is interesting for the 
evolution of slide rules. 
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Adresses 
In chronological order two addresses can be found on Morin's instruments: 

Fig 1a - H. Morin. 3, rue Boursault, Paris  Fig. 1b - H. Morin,  11, rue Dulong, Paris (XVIIe). 
 
The transition date should be situated in 1910 [5]. 
The first address indicates the main office while at 
that time - more precisely from 1880 to 1909 - the 
workshop was situated at 203, rue de Vaugirard, Paris 
[5].  However the latter address is not mentioned on 
apparatus. 

In 1886 H. MORIN was associated with GENSSE so 
it is possible to find the following mentions: 
• H. Morin, 3, rue Boursault, Ateliers H. Morin & 

Gensse à Paris  (on a goniometer) [3] 
• H. Morin, 11, rue Dulong, Ateliers H. Morin & 

Gensse à Paris  (on a theodolite) [2]. 
 
The name Gensse was only used for a restricted time 
to be situated around the transition date. 
The names appearing in remark (5) are not found on 
instruments. 
 
Item lists 
In this section a slide rule overview is given following 
two catalogues. 
1) CAT4 
Along with the reprints some comment is given for a 
better understanding of French terms or to highlight 
some new names related to slide rules. 
The first page reprinted (page 67) in Fig 2. claims 
that the company itself constructed the slide rules.  
They are made of boxwood (Fr. Buis).  Some of them 
come with or without a shaped edge (Fr. à biseau - 
sans biseau).  The given lengths of the rules are to be 
understood as the full lengths of the rules. (e.g. 0m36 
means 36cm).  Only two slide rules are on sale with a 
celluloid surface; they are not guaranteed. 
Reference is made to a figure 1249 that is apparently 
not in this CAT4 but appears in CAT6 (see further 
on). 
A slide rule named after Bosramier is noted by  P. 
Hopp [6] on page 41 as a 'règle pours les levers 
tacheométriques', 1892, Tavernier-Gravet, Paris.   
Beghuin should be the same person as Beghin. 
The second page reprinted (page 68) in Fig 3. gives 
some available instruction leaflets or booklets 
interesting for the names of the authors.   
Furthermore some slide rules from A.W.Faber are on 
sale.  
The third page (page 69)  in Fig 3. shows two well-
known circular slide rules where no comment is 
needed. 

 
Fig 2. Page 67 of CAT4 is the first page dealing with slide rules. 
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Fig 3. Page 68 and page 69 of CAT4.

 
 
 
2) CAT6 
The left column of p129 in Fig 4. gives a detailed list 
of 'home made' slide rules.  Note that they now also 
are available with a celluloid surface and a slightly 
different price. 
The right column gives a list of specialised slide rules. 
Some of them are retraceable: 
• Règle du Topographe by Colonel Goulier, règle 

pour les levers tachéométriques, Tavernier-
Gravet, Paris. [6 ] p40. 

• Moinot, 1868, règle logarithmique pour 
tachéométrie, Tavernier-Gravet, Paris. [6] p40, 
p71. 

• Lallemand, 1892 slide rule with magnifying 
cursor and 1900, règle à calcul, Leipzig. [6] p42, 
p81. 

• Péraux, slide rule with two slides manufactured 
by Lenoir, furtheron by Gravet-Lenoir and 
Tavernier-Gravet [7]. 

 
Other slide rule names are totally unfamiliar (at least 
to me) and need some further research: Sanguet, 
Montrichard, Causan, Mougnié and Würth-Micha. 
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 Fig 4 – First page of CAT6 dealing with slide rules. 
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On p130 (not reprinted) some well-known German 
slide rules manufactured by Nestler and A.W.Faber 
are presented. 

A part of page 131 reprinted in Fig 5. is introducing 
an amazing 'circular slide rule for office use'

 

 
    Fig 5. An ordinary slide rule and a circular slide rule.               Fig 6. Announcing a new Calculigraphe. 
 
 
On the same page we have a picture of the 'common' 
slide rule of Morin (referring to in CAT4).  Here is 
without doubt a similarity to the Tavernier-Gravet 
slide rules and cursors. 
Page 131 and p132 are presenting the Calculigraphe 
(Boucher system) and the Calculimètre Charpentier, 

already seen in the preceding section. An Halden 
Circular Slide Rule is available. 
New is the Calculigraphe for Stock Markets presented 
in Fig 6.
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Real items 
In this section a description of six slide rules labelled Morin and thus interesting for collectors is given. 
 
1. Pocket Slide Rule [8] 
Fig 7. shows a celluloid closed frame slide rule called 
'Règle Henri Morin' with a total length of 12.2cm.  
The cursor is all-metallic and two sided.  Scales are 

A=B  C=D.  At the right side on the bottom is 
printed in italic H.Morin, Paris.  This slide rule comes 
with an instruction booklet (31 pages).

 

Fig 7. A pocket slide rule. 
 
2. Pocket Slide Rule [3] 
Fig 8. shows a celluloid closed frame slide rule with a 
total length of 14.7cm.   
The scales are  14cm\A = B,C = D.  At the left side 
on the bottom we find <19 UNIS 19> Bte  S.G.D.G., 

H. Morin, Paris.  It is clear to collectors that this slide 
rule is made by MARC [9], [10].  The slide rule 
comes with an instruction 44 pages booklet indicating 
that a price reduction is given if you buy a slide  
rule with the Morin logo on the back side.

 
Fig 8. A second pocket slide rule. 

 

Fig 9.  Instruction booklet. 
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3. Slide Rule [3] 
Fig 10. shows a wooden closed frame slide rule.  Only 
the front side is covered with celluloid while the slide 
has the front and the backside covered by celluloid.  
The scales are kept very simple A = B and the 
bottom sides of the slide and the stock are not used.  
It is special in that way that the body has a total 
length of  27.9cm while the total length of the slide is 

52.8cm.   These measures lead to a body scale length 
of 25cm and a slide scale length of 50cm.  The cursor 
is made of metal and glass.  The number 18 couples 
the stock and the slide.  A spring system is hidden in 
the stock and is visible.  The address is 11, rue 
Dulong, Paris, so it should be dated after 1910. 

 
Fig 10.  A rather unusual slide rule. 

 

 
Fig 10b.  Part of the backside 

 

Fig 10c. Part of the case with the address 
 
 
 
 
4. Slide Rule [11] 
Fig 11. shows a metallic closed frame slide rule with 
dimensions 429x31x8 mm.   On the front side the  
scales are  A = Sin  Caract(?)  B = A.  The backside 
has the scales   = Tang  Sin -2 / =  .The metal  has 
not yet been identified but it could be nickel-silver 
which is an alloy of copper, zinc and nickel.  This 

material often used by Morin was mentioned in his 
catalogues by the French name 'maillechort'.   
The scale name 'Caract' is unknown but could be an 
abbreviation for the French 'Caractère'.  However the 
use is unclear.  The slide rule comes in a beautiful 
case.  The address is 3, rue Boursault, Paris and 
therefore the slide rule should be dated before 1910. 
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Fig 11. A metallic slide rule. 

 
5. Slide Rule [11] 
Fig. 12 shows an ordinary Mannheim slide rule with 
scales  A=B  C=D.  Dimensions are 280x28x9.5 mm; 
the scale length is 25cm.  The back side of the slide 
has a Sine scale against the A scale, a Log scale going 
from right to left and a Tangent scale if one rotates 
the slide. 

The backside of the body has the following notations 
'Pays-Bas  Florin de 100 cents = 2,10 francs'. 
The cursor (with missing glass) is not illustrated but is 
similar to a Tavernier-Gravet type with one shape 
edge.  Identification is noted on the backside as '8bis 
H.MORIN 11. RUE DULONG PARIS 5-26'.

 
Fig. 12  A Mannheim slide rule by Morin 

 
 
 
5. Circular Slide Rule [3] 
Fig 13. shows a circular slide chart for testing the 
hardness of metals; the diameter is 9cm. It comes in a 
box together with the apparatus. 

Similar disks for other applications were made [8].

 



MIR 35 26 februari 2004  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig 13.  A circular slide chart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusions 
• Morin was well known for his surveying 

instruments; he was not only a retailer but also 
a manufacturer. 

• Only a small part of the mystery about Morin's 
slide rules is revealed.  Indeed the real slide 
rules presented in the preceding section are not 
found in the catalogues.  It can thus be 
concluded that the study of a larger period in 
time for the catalogues is needed. 

• A similarity of some Morin slide rules to other 
manufacturers as Marc, Tavernier-Gravet,… 
seems evidential but more research is required. 
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